
Introduced by Council Member K. Brown and Co-Sponsored by Council Members R. Gaffney, R. Brown, and Dennis:
ORDINANCE 2017-769
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING A Municipal Code Enforcement Board LIEN AND CONTRACTOR ABATEMENT LIEN ACCRUED INTEREST WAIVER AMNESTY PROGRAM; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Chapter 162.09(3), Florida Statutes, liens imposed by the Municipal Code Enforcement Board/Special Master run in favor of the City of Jacksonville; and

WHEREAS, on July 25, 2006, the City Council enacted 2006-631, which created an amnesty period and settlement process for all Municipal Code Enforcement Board/Special Master liens in order to expedite the process for clearing unpaid liens and obtaining compliance with outstanding City code violations; and

WHEREAS, on May 25, 2010, the City Council enacted 2010-284, which created an amnesty period and authorizing permanent, streamlined Municipal Code Enforcement Board/Special Master lien waiver procedures; and
WHEREAS, the time period established for resolving these liens under the amnesty period has expired, and

WHEREAS, the City regularly engages contractors to remedy violations of its codes, usually in the form of mowing private properties or boarding up open and vacant properties. The cost of these corrective actions is placed as a lien on the property where such work was completed and remains, accruing interest, until the lien and interest are paid in full; and 

WHEREAS, the liens for the amount paid by the City to the contractors for these remedial actions was spent to improve private property by abating nuisance or unsafe conditions and should not be waived; however the accrual of interest above and beyond the initial lien amount may be waived as an incentive to free up title defects and financial constraints associated with the liened property; and 
WHEREAS, currently the City continues to issue citations for Ordinance Code violations and authorize contractors to abate violation conditions against property owners for a variety of offenses. These efforts are aimed at preventing or eliminating blighted and unsafe properties. Often these violations are remedied simply through issuing warnings to land owners. When a landowner remains noncompliant, and contractor correction is not appropriate, he or she may be brought before the Municipal Code Enforcement Board/Special Master and ordered to comply or face fines; and

WHEREAS, for those reasons specified in 2006-631 and 2010-284, the City Council again wishes to facilitate resolution of outstanding liens and expedite compliance; and
WHEREAS, at the expiration of this amnesty period, the City will aggressively pursue collection of any remaining and outstanding civil penalties and liens and bringing offending properties into compliance with the Ordinance Code; now therefore,

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:

Section 1. 
Authorization for Amnesty Program.  An amnesty program is hereby approved, authorizing the Director of the Finance Department (the “Director”) to eliminate Municipal Code Enforcement Board/Special Master penalties and/or liens in existence for at least six (6) months prior to the commencement of the program.  Additionally, the Director is authorized to waive interest which has accrued on contractor correction liens when the underlying principal lien amount is paid in full during this amnesty period.  The amnesty program shall be effective for a period of ninety (90) days to commence at a time established by the Director and may be extended by an ordinance of the City Council.  
Section 2. 
Limitations on Amnesty Program.  The Director shall not approve compromise or settlement of any Municipal Code Enforcement Board/Special Master penalties and/or liens for which the underlying violation remains uncorrected, unless the homeowner enters into an Agreement to have the violation(s) corrected by a date certain, and the Agreement stipulates that the penalty and/or lien elimination will not become effective until such time as all violations are corrected. The Agreement shall be subject to review and approval by the Office of General Counsel. The Director shall be authorized to execute satisfactions of said penalties and/or liens upon receipt of an executed Agreement. Applications for amnesty under this program must be received on or before close of business on the final date of the amnesty period as authorized herein.    

Section 3.

Effective date. This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 
Form Approved:

/s/Jason R. Teal
______
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